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SETTING THE SCENE

Post-pandemic Virtual Exchange as a 
Third Space for English Teacher 
Education



Context

Before pandemic – Internationalization=physical 
mobility

Post pandemic – VE and IaH to  include more 
people

VE can serve as a powerful approach to IDEA in 
education in general and in language teacher 
education in particular by leveraging technology 
to connect diverse groups and facilitate 
intercultural communication. 



CONTEXTUALIZING /CONCEPTUALIZING
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DECOLONIAL PERSPECTIVES - LOCALIZING



LOCALIZING AND (RE)CONCEPTUALIZING

Autonomy involves critical thinking and for teachers, it 
involves creating environments where learners are 
encouraged to think critically, act purposefully 
contributing to the transformation of society.

VE as 
3rdSpace



THIRD SPACE



VE AS EDI-COMPLIANT APPROACH TO LANGUAGE (TEACHER) 
EDUCATION



SOUTH-NORTH TECHNOLOGY-SUPPORTED ENCOUNTERS AND 
CHALLENGES



Researching Equality, Diversity and Inclusion in South-
North Collaborative Online International 

Learning/Virtual Exchange



Introduction to the project and 

Initial findings and 
future directions

Marina Orsini-Jones
Kyria Finardi

Katherine Wimpenny
Lynette Jacobs



Conceptual Framework Leask and Bridge, 2013 

Leask B. & Bridge C. (2013). Comparing internationalisation of the 
curriculum in action across disciplines: theoretical

 and practical perspectives’. Compare: A Journal 
of Comparative and  International 

Education, 43(1), 79–101.



Conceptual framework

Wimpenny, K. Finardi, K., Orsini-Jones, M. & Jacobs, L. (2022). Knowing, Being, Relating and Expressing through Global South-North Third 
Space COIL: Digital Inclusion and Equity in International Higher Education.  Journal of Studies in International Education: Special Issue on 

Digitalisation, 26(2), 279-296 



Student participants’ nationality: 15



Conceptual analysis
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Wimpenny, et al. (2022) building on Leask & Bridge (2013)

 



… in some of the countries men generally talk and 
women generally listen to them, but in the virtual 

exchanges that I participated in I didn't experience such 
a thing. Everyone took turns and I got a chance to 

share my opinions, talk about the things that I believe 
regarding the education, language education. So I felt 

valued.

You know, sometimes if we are giving [a] speech or 
answer questions in front of a lot of people maybe 

we will feel kind of nervous and not so confident. But 
in the breakout room, you know,  it is magical, I'm not 

afraid of being judged. At all.

We are students from different parts of the world - 
[we] collaborate and learn together. In my eyes, it 

serves as a central hub, where diverse learners 
interact, share perspectives and collectively 

contribute to a shared pool of knowledge. Hey, it 
serves as dynamic global village of learners fostering 

a sense of community and interconnectedness 
across borders
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Student Voice

Your voice matters, so everyone got the chance to 
speak their mind



Conceptual analysis
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Wimpenny, et al. (2022) building on Leask & Bridge (2013)

 



Student Voice

• A

• B

• C

• D

• E
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A key word for COIL would be leadership, it wasn't like 
in an arrogant way, just in like, I just wanna get the 
work done and if no one else is gonna step up,
because sometimes people are anxious of just asking, 
like raising your hand and asking question in class 
because I also feel the whole fact that people are 
watching and I have that as well.
But like, it kind of made me think ohh maybe I could 
actually pursue roles in project management, so roles 
in leadership or stuff like that, which I didn't realize I 
could. But I've definitely felt like leadership has 
emerged as a strong quality of mine . 

And I think what was  also helpful as well was the fact 
that every week we have like a peer review like 
option where we could review ourselves based on 
friendliness based on teamwork and creativity and 
based on leadership as well.
And so that's where, that's where I could review my 
efforts and our teams efforts 

It was a good conversation. It didn't start to 
become dominated by certain ideas, there 
was enough opportunity for students to 
share a whole range of ideas. It was 
interesting and, it was provoking . I was 
really listening, I was never like, playing 
with phone. My attention was focused on 
the discussion. But time was not enough
And every time the leader would say, okay, 
time is enough, and we cannot spare more 
time for you. And so that was difficult that 
time was quite short. Mm, so sad.

     I think the facilitators create a 
structure that allowed for balanced 
contributions from the various 
participants because we had ample 
time and opportunity to give and to 
share our insights

What I also felt was very inclusive for 
me was the fact that the facilitators 
almost participated hand in hand with 
us, because for some of us it was a first 
experience. It was almost as if they 
were like right there beside us, taking 
our hand and leading us into this 
unfamiliar space, if you want 
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Wimpenny, et al. (2022) building on Leask & Bridge (2013) 
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CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES



COMMENTS? QUESTIONS? 
kyria.finardi@gmail.com

www.kyriafinardi.com

http://www.kyriafinardi.con
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